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EDITOR OF THE PATRIOT, 


Sir, 
NUMBER of the readers of 
i your ufcful paper ia this 


town, are delirows that you fhonik 
publifh fuch proceedings and de- 
bates of Congrefs as may ape: 
to you interefting and edif ying. 
Undo ub tedly it is the defign of a 
great part of your fubfcribers, to 
preferve the Patriot for binding, 
confequently a regular deta} of the 
proceedings of our Nationair Re- 
preentatives, will be valuable, not 
only for perufal from week to 
week, but years to come. | doubt 
not, fhould you commence and con- 
tinue the publication of the pro= 
ceedings, but yourfriends arid pat— 
reas would efteem it a favor: 
jam, Sir, Your’s, &c. 
[gcp As far as is confiftent with 
tlhe original plan of this work, 4 
am Ww iling to admit the débares of 
Congreis in its pages, — and fhall 
embrace every oppurtunity to com- 
manicate fach information to my 
retiders, as raay prove beneficial & 
grat tifying, ! fhall, therefore, in 


conformity with the folicitations 
of a number of correfpondents, 
pubdlith a detail of the proceedings 





x 


of C onprefs, ia t. fom Mary Vicwy, 
omitting, however, the iengthy 
thread bare and offenfive obterva- 
tions of ‘the bederal juato, who 
will doubtlfs eccupy as mitch time 
as peilable, in delivering their o- 
pinion ef the magnanimity and 
meritorious paft fervices of their 
fallen and degraded chief; 1 pre- 
fume an infertion of their remarks 
in the Patriot, would prove as‘dit= 
agreeable to its patrons aS a peru- 
fal of them have teretofore to 
every pood repibhicam, aud their 
humble fervaut, The EDITOR. | 





CONGR ESS of the U. STATES. 
House oF RePRESENTATIVES. 


.. longay, Dec. 4. 

THIS being the Conftitutional 
day for the meeting of Congrefs, 
the Houfe ot Reprefentatives con- 
venedin their new Chauiber in 
the South Wing of the Capitol. 

Abrahath Baldwin, was chofen 
Prefident pro. tem. of the Senate ; 
he had 10 votes, 7 f{cattering— 
Mr. Macon was chofen Speaker 
of the Houfe of Reprefenratives ; 
had 33 votes , James A. rahie 26, 
and Gen. Sinith, John 
Beckley, Cierk, 57 ead: Ivir. 
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Ofwald, 29—Jofeph Wheaton, the feffion,—tIn doing this, have 
fesjeant at arms, had principal regard to the conve. 
The committee appointed to aience of the legiflature, to the e. 
wait on the Prefident, reported conomy of their time, to their. re. 
that they had executed the duty lief from the embarrafiment of im. 
affigned them, and that the Pyefi- mediate anfwers, on fabjects not 
dent had informed them that he Yet fully before them, and to the 
would fubmit his communications benefits thence refulting to the 
to each houfe to-morrow. public affairs. Trotting that a 
Tuefday, Dec. 8. procedore, founded in thefe mo- 

A motion was. made by Mr. t?¥& will meet their approbation, 


Nicholfon,from Maryland. fecond- shaw, it ae ray any ear 
ed by Mr Giles, from Virginia, 


Sink” thac Glctetae of - he withthe documents accompany- 
Treat iat x my, Ihe Houfe ing it, to the honorable the Honfe 

pearury 10 bay Oeore tne of Reprefentatives, and pray yeu 
a {tatement of the receipts and ex- 


: +" | EF to accept, for yourfelf and them, 
penditures of ‘I imothy Pickering, the homage of my high refpe& and 
late Secretary of State. Durirg conGderation. 
fome converfation on this fubjed, TH. JEFFERSON. 


the Meflage from the Prefident The honorable the Speaker 

was received ; the reading of of the Houfe of Repre- 

which occupied the greater part of = —_fextatives, 

the fitting, The Mefiage and — 

Papers accompanying it were or- Fellow Citizens of the Senate, 

dered to be printed. After the  & of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, 

reading of the Meffage the motivn It is a circumftance of fincere 

refpeCting Mr. Pickeziuiz reeurred. gratification 1 me, that on meet. 

It was fomehow modified, and ing the great council of the na- 

deferred for confideration until tion, I am ab'e to announce to 

Mondy next. The Houfe then them on grounds of reafonable 

adjourned, certainty, that the wars and trou- 

-— bles, which haveffor fo many years 

412 o'clock, the following MES- affli&ted our filter nations, have at 
SAGE was delivered te cach Heufe length come to. an end ; and that 
by Mr, Lewis, Sceretary to the the communications of peace and 





Prefident. commerce aic once more opening 
tse among them. Whiilt we devoutly 
Siz, Dec:mber 8, 1891, return thanks to the beneficent be- 


The circamfance under which ing who has been pleafed to 
we find ourfelves at this place breathe into them the fpirit of 
rendering inconvenient the mode conciliation and torgivenefs, we 
heretofore practiced, of making by are bound, with peculiar gratitude, 
perfona! addrefs the frft commu- to be thankful to him that our 
nications between the Legiflative own peace lias been preferved thro’ 
and Exeeutive branches, I have fo periious a feafon, and ourfelves 
adapted that by Meflage, as ufed permitted quietly to cultivate the 
on all fubfequent occafions through earth, and to practice and im- 
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ve thofe arts which tend to in- 
ceafe ovr comforts. “Fhe afluran- 
ces Wideed of friendly difpofition 
received trom all the pewers with 
whom we have principal relations, 
had infpired a confidence that our 
eace with them would not have 
been difturbed. Buta ceffation of 
the irregularities which had afflic- 
ted the commerce of neutral na- 
ions, and ef the irritations and im- 
juries produced by them, cannot 
but add to this confidence ; and 
frengthens at the fame time, the 
hope that wrongs committed on 
motending friends, under a pref- 
fare of circum@ances, will now be 
reviewed with candor, aad will be 
contidered as founding juft claims 
o! retribution for the paft, and new 
zlurance for the future. 

Among our Indian neighbors al- 
foa fpirit ef peace and triendfhip 
generally prevails ; and I am hap- 
oy to inform you that the continu- 
ed efforts to introduce among 
them the implements & the prac- 
tice of hufbandry, and of the 
houfehald arts, have not been with- 
out fuecefs:, That they are be- 
come more and more fenfible of 
the fuperiority of this dependence 
for elothing and fubfiflence over 
the precarious refources of hunting 
and fifhing : And already we are 
able to anneunce that, inftead of 
that conflant diminution of num- 
bers produced by their wars and 
their wants, fome of them begin to 
experience an increafe of popula- 
tion. 

‘Fo this ftate of general peace 
with which we have been bleifed, 
one only exception exifts, ‘“Tri- 


poli, the: leait confiderable of the 
Sarbary flaics, had come forward 
with demands unfounded either 
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in right or in compact, and had 
permitted itfe to denounce war, 
on our failure to comply before a 
given day. ‘The ftyle of the de- 
mand admitied but one anfwer. I 
fent a fmall fguadron of frigates 
into the Mediterranean, with atlur- 
ances to that power of eur fin 
cere delire to remain in peace ; 
but with orders to pro'e@ our com-— 
merce againft the threatened at- 
tack. The meafure was feafona- 
ble and falutary. The Bey had al- 
ready declared war in form.—His 
cruifers were out. “Pwo had ar- 
rived at Gibraltar. Our commerce 
in the Mediterranean was blecka- 
ded ; & that otthe Atlantic in per- 
il. “Phe arrival of ovr fquadron dif- 
pelled the danges. One of the ‘Tri- 
politan. cruifers having fallen im 
with and engaged the fmall 
fehooner Enterprize, commanded 
by Lieut. Sterret, which had gone 
out as a tender to our larger vef- 
fels, was captured, alter a heavy 
flaughter of her men, without the 
lofs of a fingle one op our part. 
The bravery exhibited by our cit+ 
izens on that element will, F trnf, 
be a teftimony to the world, that 
it is not a want of that virtue which 
makes us feck their peace ; but a 
confcientious defire to dire&t the 
energies of our nation to the mul- 
uplication of the human race ; and 
not toits deftruGtion. Unauithor- 
ized by the Conflitution, without 
the fan&ion of Congrefs, to go 
beyond the line of defence, the 
veflel being difabled from com- 
mitting further hoftilifies, was libs 
erated, with its crew. “Fhe tegifla- 
ture will doubilefs confider wheth- 
er, by authorizing meafures of of- 
fence alfo, they will place our 
force on an equal footing with that 
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of its adverfaries, I communicate 
all material information on this 
fubject, that in the exercife of the 
important fun@ion, confided by 
the conftitution to the legiilature 
exciufively, their judyment may 
form itfeli on a knowledge and 
conlideration of every circumftance 
of weight. 

l with I could fay that our fit- 
gation with all the other Barbary 
tates was entirely fatisfactory. 
Difcovering that fome delays had 
taken place in the performance of 
certain articles ftipulated by us, 
I thought it my duty, by imme- 
diate meatures for fultilling them, 
to vindicate to owfelves the right 
of cenfideripg the effect of de- 
parture from ftipu'ation on their 
fide. From the papers which will 
be laid before you, you will be en- 
abled to ju idge whikier our trea— 
ties are regarded by them as fix 
ing at alltnhe meafure of their de— 
mands, or as guarding egain{t the 
exercife of force our veflels within 
their power ; and ro confider how 
far it will be fafe and expedient to 
feave our affairs with thems in their 
prefent pofture, 


f Jay before you the refvlt of the 
ceéenfus lately taken of our inhab- 
itants, tea conformity with which 
we are to reduce the enfuing rates 
of reprefentation and taxation. 
You will perceive that the encreafe 
of numbers, during the laft ten 
years, proceeding in geometrical 
ratio promifes a duplication in lit- 
tle more than twenty Ewo years, 
We contemplate this rapid growth, 
and the profpect it holds up tO us, 
not with a view to the Injuries 
ii may ewableus to do to others 
in fame future day, but to the fer- 
tlement of the extenfive country 
fill remaining vacant witbia vur 


« 
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limits, to the maltiplication of 
men, fuafceptible of happinefs, ed- 
ucated in the love of order, habit. 
uated to felf-government, and val. 
uing its bleflings above all price, 
Other circumitances, combined 
with the encreafe of numbers, 
have precices an augmentation of 
revenue arifing from confumption 
in a ratio far beyond that of 
population alone ; and though the 
changes ia foreign relations, now 
taking place fo defirably for the 
whole “world, may for a feafon af- 
feet this branch, of revenue, yet 
wheighing all probebiliries of ex. 
pence, as well as of income, there 
is resfonable greund of confidence 
that wemay. now fafely difpenfe 
with all the internal taxes, com- 
prehending excifes, {tamps, auct- 
ions, licences, carriages and refi- 
ned fugars: to which the poftage 
on newfpapers may be added to 
facilitate the progrefs of infor- 
mation : and that the remaining 
fources of revenne will be fifficient 
to provide for the fupport of gov- 
ernment, to pay the iwtereft of the 
public debts, and to difcharge the 
principals in fhorter periods than 
the laws, or the general expecta- 
tion had contemplated. War, in- 
deed, and yntoward events mav 
change this profpect of things, and 
call far expences which the im- 
pofts could not meet. But found 
principles will not juftify our tax- 
ing the induftry of our fellow cit- 
izens to accumulate treafure fer 
wars to happen we know not 
when, and which might net, per- 
haps, happen but from the tempta- 
tions oifered by that treafure 
Thefe views, however, of reducing 
our burthens, are formed on the 
expectation, that a fenfible, and at 


the fame time, a falutary “deiiel 
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ion may take place ip our habit 
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al expenditures. For this purpofe, 
thofe of the civil government, the 
army and navy, will need revifal. 
When we eonfider that this gov- 
ernment is charged with the ex- 
rernal and mutual relation only of 
thele fates ; that the flates them— 
feives have principal care of our 
perfons, our properry, and our 
reputation ; conilituting the great 
field of human concerns, we may 
well doubt whether our organi- 
zation 1s not tog complicated, too 
expenfive ; whether offices and 
ellicers have act been multiplied 
unneceflarily, and femetimes inju- 
rioufly to the fervice they were 
meant to promete. I wiil caufe 
to be laid before you an effay to- 
wards a ftatement, of thofe who, 
under public empioyment of vari- 
ous kinds, draw money from the 
treafury, or from our citizens. 
Time has not permitted a perfect 
enumeration, the ramifactions of 
office being too multiplied and re- 
mote to be compleatly traeed in a 
firft trial—-Among thofe who are 
dependant on executive difcretion, 
J have begun the reduction of what 
was deemed unseceflary, The ex- 
pences of diplomatic agency have 
been confiderably diminifhed. The 
infpetors of internal revenue,who 
were found to obftruct the accoun— 
tability of the inftitution, have 
been difcontinued.—Several agen- 
me created by Executive authori- 
, onfalaries fixed by that alfo, 
hi avd Nei fupprefled, and fhould 
faggelt the expediency of regula- 
ting that power by law, fo as to 
fabject its exercifes to legiflative 
infpeétion and fanétion. Other 
reformations of the fame kind will 
be purfued with that caution 


which is requif fite.in remov ing ufe- 
tefs things, not to injure what is 
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retained. But the great mafs of 
public offices is eftabiifhed by law, 
and therefore by law alome can be 
abolifhed. Should the legiflature 
think it expedient to pafs this roll 
in review, and to try all its parts 
by the teft of public utility, “they 
may be aflured of every aid aad 
light which executive information 
can yield. Confidering the gen- 
eral tendency to multiply offices 
and dependencies, and to increafe 
expence to the ultimate term of 
burthen which the citizen can bear, 
is behoves us to avail ourfelves of 
every occafion which prefents it- 
felf for taking off the furcherge ; 
that it never may be feen here that, 
after leaving to labour the f{malleft 
portion of its earnings on which 
it can fubfiit,covernment fhall itfelf 
confume the refidue ef what it was 
inftituted to guard. 

In ourcare too of the public 
contributions entrufted to our di- 
rection, it would be prudent to 
multiply barriers again{t their dif— 
fipation, by appropriating {pecific 
fums te every {pecific purpofe fuf- 
ceptible of definition : by dilailow- 
ing all applications of money vary- 
ing from the appropriation in ob- 
ject or tranicending itin amount ; 
by reducing the undefined field of 
contingencies, and thereby circam- 
{cribing difcretionary powers over 
money : and by bringing back to 
a fingle department all accounta- 
bilities for money, where the ex- 
amination may be prompt, 
cious and uniform. 


efi:ca— 


An account of the receipts and 
expenditures of the lait year, as 
prepared by the Secretary ofthe 
Treatury, will as ufual, be laid 
before you. The which 
has attended the late files of the 
public lands fhews that, with at- 
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tention, they may be made an im- 
portant fource of receipt. Among 
the payments, thole made in di- 
charge of the principal and iotereft 
of the national debt will thew that 
the public faith bas been exaétiy 
miaintained. To thefe wil! be ad- 
ded an eftimate of appropriations 
neceflary for the eniuingy sar. This ; 
loft will ef courfe be affected b 
fach modifications of the fy{tem of 
expence as you fhall think proper 
to adept. A ftatement has been 
formed by the feeretary at war, 
on mature confideration of 2] the. 
pofts and ftatiens where garrifons 
will be ea pecren He of the num- 
ber of men requifite for each gar- 
rifon. The whole amount is con- 
fiderably fhort of the prefent mili- 
tary eftablifhment. For the furplus 
no particularufe can be pointed 
out. For defence againft invafien, 
their number is as nothing ; nor 
is it confidered needful or fafe that 
a ftanding army fheuld be kept up, 
in time of peace, for that purpofe. 
Uncertain as we muft ever be of 
the particular point in our circum- 
ference where an enemy may chufe 
to invade us, the only force which 
can be ready at every poiat, and 
competent to oppofe them, is the 
body of neighboring citizens, as 
formed into a militia. On thefe 
collected from the parts moft con- 
veniert, in numbers proportional 
‘to the invading force, it is beft 
to rely not only to meet the firft 
attack, but iv it threatens to be 
permanent, to maintain the de- 
fence usti! regulars may be enga- 
ged to relieve them. ‘Ihefe con- 
fiderations reader it important 
that we fhoald, at every fethon, 
continue to amend the defects, 
which fron: time to time few 
thenfeives, ia the jaws for 


rcole 
: 


: } state "2 Lew «, ¢ 
lating the militia, wotil they are 
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fufficiently perfect: nor fhocld 
we now, or at any time, feparate, 
until we can fay we have done ev- 
ery thing for the militia which we 
could do, were an enemy at our 
door, 

The provifion of military Rores 
on hand will be laid before you, 
that you may judge of the addi- 
tions {till requilite, With refpect 
te the extent to which our naval 
preparaticns fhou'd be carried, 
fome difference of opinion may 
be expected to appear: but juft 
aitention to the circumflances of 
every part of the union wil! doubi- 
lefs reconcile all. A {mall force 
will probably continue to be 
wanted, for aéival fervice, in the 
Mediterranean. Whaiever annu- 
a! fum beyond thst you may think 
proper to appropriate to naval ae 
parations, would perhaps be bette 
employed in providing ithofe. ar- 
ticles which may be kept without 
wafte or confumption, and be in. 
readinefs when any exigence Calls 
theminto ufe. Progrefs has been. 
made,as will appear by papers now 
communicated, in providing ma- 
terials for feventy-four gua fhips 
as directed by law. 

How far ihe authority given by 
the legiflature for procuring and 
ellablithing fites for naval purpo- 
fes, has been perteGily underftcod 
and purfued in the execution, ad- 
mits of fome doubt. A flatement 
of the expences already incurred on 
that fubjeQi fhall be laid before you. 
J have in certain cafes,fufpended or 
flackened thefe expenditures, that 
the legiflature might determine 
whether fo many yards are neceffi- 
ry as have been contemplated. The 
v orks at this place are among thofe 
permitted togo on: and five of 
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the fever frigates directed to be 
jaid up, have been brought and 
jaid wp here, where, belides the 
fatety of their pofition, they are 
under the eye of the executive ad- 
miniftration, as well as of its a- 
gents, and where yeusfelves alfo 
will be guided by your owa view, 
in the legiflative provifions ref- 
pecting them, which may from 
time to time by necellary. They 
ave preferved in fuch condition, as 
well the veffels as whatever belongs 
to them, as to be at ail times rea- 
dy for fea on a fhort warning. 
Two others are yet to be laid up, 
fo foon as they fhall have received 
the repairs requifite to put them 
alfo into found condition. Asa 
fuperintending officer will be ne- 
celfary at each yard, his duties and 
emoluments, hitherto fixed by the 
Executive, will be a more proper 
fubjeét for legiflation. A com- 
munication will alfo be made of 
cur progrefs in the execution of 
the law refpecting the veflels di- 
rected to be fold. 

The fortifications of our har- 
bours, more or lefs advanced, pre- 
fent confideratrons of great difficul- 
While fome of them are on a 
fcale fufficieatly proportioned to 
ihe advantages of their polition, to 
the efficacy of their proteétion,and 
the importance of the points with- 
in tt, others are fo extenfive, will 
colt fo much in their firit erection, 


Vv 
Ve 


f> muchin their maintenance, and. 


require fuch a force to garrifoa 
them, as to make it queitionadle 
what is belt nowtabe done. A 
ftatement of thofe commenced or 
‘projeted, of the expences already 
incurred, and eilimares of their fu- 
ture coil, as far as can be torefeen, 
fhall be laid before ycu, that you 
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may be “enabled to jadge whether 
any alteratiGn is neceilary in the 
laws refpecting this (ubject. 

Agriculiure, manufactures,com- 
merce, and oavigation, the four 
pillars of our proiperity, are then 
moft thriving, when lett molt tree 
to individual enterprize, —Protec- 
tion from cafual embarraffments, 
however, may fometimes be fea- 
fonably interpofed. Ifin the cuurfe 
of your obieryations of enquiries, 
they fhou!d appear to need any aid, 
within the lionits of our conftitu- 
tional powers, your fenfe of their 
importance is a fufhicient affurance 
they will occupy your attention. 
We cannot, indeed, but all feel 
an anxious folicitude for the diffi- 
culties under which our carrying 
trade will foon be placed. How 
far it ean be relieved, otherwife than 
by time, isa fubject of important 
cenfideration. 

The judiciary fyftem of the U- 
nited S:ates and efpecially that por- 
tion of it recently ere&ted, will of 
courfe prefent ifelf to the comtem- 
plation of Congrefs ; and that they 
may be ab'e to judze of the pro- 
Portion which the inititution bears 
tothe bufinefs it has to perform, I 
have caufed tobe orecured from 
the feveral Staiessand now lay be- 
fore Congrefs, an exa& {tatement 
ofa!lthe caufes decided fince the 
firit eftabl:thasent of the courts, 
and of thefe which were depend- 
ing when additional cour's and 
judges were brought ino their aid. 

And while on the judictaty or- 
gan:zation, it willbe worthy your 
contideration whether the protec- 
tion of the tneltimabdle inftituttion 
of yunes has been extended to alt 
the cafes involving the fecurity of 
our peifoas and: property. Peir 


an 
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impartial felection alfo being effen- 
tial to their value,we ought further 
toconfider whether that is fufficient- 
ly fecured in thofe ftates, where 
they are named by a marfhal de- 
pending on executive will, or de- 
fignated by the court, or by officers 
dependent on them. 
{ cannot omit recommending 
a revilal of the laws on the fubjeét 
of naturalization. Confidering the 
ordinary chances of human life,a 
denial of citizenthip under a refi- 
dence of fourteen years is a deni- 
al to a great proportion of thofe 
who afk it 5 and controls a policy 
purfued, from their firft fettle- 
ment, by many of thefe States, 
and {till believed of confequence to 
their profperity. And thail we re- 
fufe to the unhappy fugitives 
from diftrefs,that hofpitality which 
the favages of the wildernefs ex- 
tended to our fathers artiving in 
this land ? Shall opprefled human- 
ity find noafylum on this globe ? 
The Conftitution,indeed,has wife- 
Jy provided that, for admiffion to 
certain offices of important truft, 
a refidence fhall be required, fufh- 
cient to develope character and 
defign.—But might not the gen= 
eral chara&ter and capabilities of a 
citizen be fately communicated to 
every one manifelting a bona fide 
purpofe of embarking his life and 
jortunes permanently with us ? 
with reitri€tions, perhaps to guard 
againtt the fraudulent ufurpatien of 
our flag ; an abufe which brings 
fo much embarraf{ment and lofs on 
the genuine citizen, and fo much 
danger to the nation of being invol- 
ved in war, that no Sillensicnse 


fhould be fpared to dete & fup- 
refs it, 


Thefe, fellow-citizens, are the 


The PATRIOT, 


Be, 


matters refpcfing the tate of the 
nation, which I have thought of 
importance to be fubmitted to 
your confideration at this time.— 
Some others of lefs moment, or not 
yet ready for communication, will 
be the fubje& of {eparate meffa- 
ges. Iam happy in this opportu. 
nity of committing the arduous af- 
fairs of our government to the 
collected wifdom of the union.— 
Nothing fhall be wanting on my 
part to inform, as far as in my 
power, the legiflative judgment in- 
to faithful execution. The pru- 
dence and temperance of your dif- 
cuffions will promote within yeur 
own walls, that conciliation which 
fo much befriends rational con- 
clufion ; and byits example, will 
encourage among our con(tituents 
a progrefs of opivion which is 
nding to unite them in objec 
aii in will, That all fhould be 
fatisfied with any one order of 
things is not to be expeéted 3 but [ 
indulge the pleafing perfuafios 1 that 
the great body of our citizens will 
cordially concur in honeft and dif- 
interefted efforts, which have fot 
their objeét to preferve the general 
and flate governments in their 
conftitutional form and equilibri- 
m ; to maintain peace abroad, & 
obedience to the laws at home ; to 
eftablith principlesand practices of 
adminiltration favourable to the 
fecurity of liberty and pyoperty, 
and to reduce expences to what is 
neceflary for the ufeful purpofes of 


government. T JEFFERSON, 


eee me me - amas = 


ac? Any Gentleman or company 
of Gentiemen who wil forward Six 
Dotlars to the Editor of the Patriot, 
Shall receive 7 No’s weekly, for one 
year ;—and 12 No’s do. do. for ten 
Dollars. 
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